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Missouri Academy of Family Physicians Honors Dr. Darryl Nelson with 2025 

Distinguished Service Award 

The Missouri Academy of Family Physicians (MAFP) is proud to present the 2025 Distinguished 

Service Award to Darryl Nelson, MD, FAAFP, recognizing his long-time dedication to advancing, 

contributing, and supporting both MAFP and the specialty of family medicine. This award honors 

members, nonmembers, and organizations whose leadership and service have had a lasting 

impact on family medicine in Missouri. 

After a 38-year career with HCA Healthcare, Dr. Nelson recently retired as Chief Medical Officer 

at Centerpoint Medical Center. Through his work as a physician and healthcare leader, he has 

set the standard for compassionate care and made a lasting impact on patients, colleagues, and 

communities in Kansas City and beyond. 

A Kansas City native, Dr. Nelson earned his medical degree from UMKC and completed his 

residency at Research Medical Center. He began his career in 1989 at Lee’s Summit Family 

Care, providing two decades of patient-centered care, and later served as Division CMO 

overseeing quality, safety, and clinical operations for 15 facilities across four states. 

In addition to his professional work, Dr. Nelson has volunteered and held leadership roles with 

numerous organizations—including Lee’s Summit Social Services, the American Cancer Society, 

United Way, Special Olympics, Habitat for Humanity, and more—and has supported MAFP 

events by donating airplane tours and attending Family Medicine Mixers statewide. 

Dr. Nelson is celebrated as a healthcare champion whose dedication and compassion extend far 

beyond the clinic, positively impacting patients, colleagues, and communities alike. 

Reflecting on the honor, Dr. Nelson said, “Serving with MAFP over the years has been one of 

the most rewarding experiences of my career. Watching our leaders advocate for patients and 

collaborating with colleagues to improve care has inspired me since my first Academy event 

nearly 40 years ago. I am grateful to my family, partners, and colleagues for their support, and 

I am humbled to be recognized for something that has given me so much fulfillment.” 

The Missouri Academy congratulates Dr. Nelson on this well-deserved honor and celebrates his 

decades of leadership, service, and dedication to strengthening family medicine in Missouri and 

beyond. 
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MAFP, founded in 1947, represents over 2,300 physicians and medical students across the U.S. 
and is the only medical society dedicated solely to primary care. Headquartered in Jefferson 
City, MAFP aims to improve the health of Missouri’s patients, families, and communities through 
patient care, advocacy, education, and research. Family physicians handle about 192 million 
office visits annually, providing crucial care, especially in underserved and rural areas. MAFP is 

the state chapter of the American Academy of Family Physicians, representing over 129,600 
members nationwide. 
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