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Missouri Academy of Family Physicians Honors Dr. Kelly Dougherty as 2025 

Outstanding Resident of the Year 

The Missouri Academy of Family Physicians (MAFP) is proud to announce Kelly Dougherty, MD, 

as the 2025 Outstanding Resident of the Year. A 2025 graduate of the Mercy Family Medicine 

Residency Program, Dr. Dougherty now serves as a family physician at Compass Health 

Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) in Festus, Missouri. 

Dr. Dougherty is widely recognized by colleagues and mentors as a compassionate, dedicated, 

and inspiring physician whose presence elevates everyone around her. Known for her empathy, 

determination, and authenticity, she exemplifies the core values of family medicine—

comprehensive care, compassion, and a deep commitment to community. 

During her training, Dr. Dougherty held numerous leadership and advocacy roles within MAFP—

on the Board of Directors and key committees—where she consistently made a meaningful 

impact. 

Her residency career is marked by numerous honors, including scholarships and awards from 

STFM, AAFP, AFMRD, and recognition for the Best Graduate Medical Education Poster at the 

Mercy Robert W. Taylor Research Colloquium.  

In accepting the award, Dr. Dougherty thanked the Missouri Academy for shaping her 

leadership journey and credited her mentors, teachers, and husband for their support. 

“This award isn’t just recognition of the past—it’s a reminder of the work still ahead,” Dr. 

Dougherty said. “I will continue to fight for Family Medicine and to advocate for our patients, 

our colleagues, and the future of our specialty.” 

The MAFP congratulates Dr. Dougherty on this well-deserved honor and celebrates her ongoing 

commitment to strengthening family medicine in Missouri and beyond. 

About the Missouri Academy of Family Physicians (MAFP)  

MAFP, founded in 1947, represents over 2,300 physicians and medical students across the U.S. 
and is the only medical society dedicated solely to primary care. Headquartered in Jefferson 
City, MAFP aims to improve the health of Missouri’s patients, families, and communities through 
patient care, advocacy, education, and research. Family physicians handle about 192 million 
office visits annually, providing crucial care, especially in underserved and rural areas. MAFP is 
the state chapter of the American Academy of Family Physicians, representing over 129,600 

members nationwide. 
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